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EUROPE.
Special Despatches by Mail to

August 6.

England's Position Towards Belgium
and the Belligerents.

Xhe Neutrality of Belgium.Coal
ami OtllAv* Wuf ^1Aii4«*oKoiiii£i

How the British People and the EnglishAristocrats Incline.

The Alabama Case and the Present
Code of Neutrality.

Irish Agitation and Popular
Ferment.

CKM8AL MOLTKE AS A SILENT MAX.

The European mall of the trtb of August at tlila

iMirt Hupplica the following important news details,
by apcial correspondence, for our columns.

ENGLAND.

Tk» secret Treaty and Neutrality mf Belgium-French Oversight and Prnsaian Ad*milage.Luxembourg.British Anxiety.The
Navy and Army.Coal and Contrabands.
Itlolikn and Bismarck.Financial and C«n

MirrialConsequence*.
Lonx>on, August 3, 1870.

W- were all startled by the publication tu
tuc Tiiurs of a dralt of a treaty between France
and I'russ.a, wabout date or signature, but very
ominous lor all that. In consideration of France
iu iMuk no objections to Prussia's gains In South
derinan.v, Prussia was to put pressure on ilolland to
«<nl Luxembourg to France, and, further, to assist
I ranee wuh au army if that Power should choose to
annex lieljfium. An alliance, offensive as well as

defensive, was to secure these objects. It Is not too
much to sa> that this document lias almost monopolizedattention lu France, Prussia. England and
>r!£iuiii. ni uimi trui iiioiigui uy many 10 De Clear

proof of a desire on Uie part of France to disregard
I tic faith ol treaties, though some regarded it simply
as an attempt to embroil this country with Fiance,
since Kiigiand stands pledged to guarantee the neutralityot Felglum. The course of the week has not
favored entirely either of these simple constructions,
on the docum nl being tironght up in i'arliament the
government gave no opinion aa to the value to i>e
attached to It, but said that the Powers implicated
would doubtlcs hasten 10 explain whatever mysterv
t herv w a.> about It.

OVKKSIOIIT IN DIPLOMACY.
I'here has been plenty of "explanation" since, but

not enough to clear upihe matter. The Prussian
government Days that the document in question wa*

written by Comte Iienedetli, and exists in thenar' hivesin his handwriting; and so much Is conceded
by I ranee. The difference 1* this, that wnlle Bis
mart k says It was one ol a series of similar
French proposals, the Frcnch Ambassador hero
*a\s it was a suggestion or Bismarck reduced to
wrltinir by M. Benedetti from his dictation. Each
lrnrty. while alleging that it was th" other who made
iht' proposal, says mat It \va.s at once and definitely
rejected. Bismarck adds that he kept the (act of
Jin- offer a secret in the Interests ot pi-ace. He adds
'h«t he belli ven but for the publication of the dralt
in .lie 1hFrance would have renewed the offer
as soon a-< the rival armaments were both complete,
and have ur«cd I'ms*ia 10 make peace at the <-vpenscof li elgin in. It Is useless to try to reach a
decision at present as to wtio originated this neat
plan of spoliation; In an v event it is unlucky for
France mat the plan exists in Berlin in the handwrMngofIL Beawtttt, Won liMI.ration in leavingsuch au Instrument m auch a place seems incredible.

DOUBTS OK BOTH POWERS.
TnLs i« about all that can be made of It nt present,

though the Fr nch government might clear up its
part in the ai.air, if it is capable of it, by publishing
ii- despatches from M. Benedeitiat the time in ques-
UM, IUV unit Ui null! nun lAiiCU iUC li'iA'llliMMI IK

ttnmr. i b the matter stands no oaf can Help feei11m iliat confidence in both tnese friendly Power* in
considerably shaken. His felt that such proposals
are uot usually made, at any rate In writing, withouta tolerable certainty that tuey are not sure of
;romcdl:ite re.ection. ah matters stand Belgium
feels that her inmost strength must be always in
r. admess lo de,end her neutralliy. And Engiaud
ice- wiih what suddenness sue might have been
"ira^g. <i into war for the delence of Belgian neutrality.Nor Is she by any means too anre that
'ha' danger is not in store for her yet. The
mailer has been before the House of Lords twice,
where Lonl UianvUle ha* given such information as
to documents as is summarized above. But on liondaynext the Mouse of Commons will undertake the
subject, wh.cli will be properly introduced by Mr.
Uinaeii as leader of the opposition. On thai eveningthe government will no doubt be pressed for tlie
fullest tilap-mont of what it knows and what 11
thinks, »nd me more powerful and popular Chainl>er
wnl, li is hoped, make clear the wiahes and feelings
of !he country.

I'O.vKH OF ATTACK OR DSKKNCB.
<;rertt anxiety is naturally felt to know the state

of lie forces available in oaae of VoobU breaking
nit. 'flie navy is reported at 60,ooo men and -too
vi' - U, ot winch forty are Iron-olada. These are
said lo I»_ m a greater state or efficiency than has
tieen known in ilie ileet lor years.
W ir.i regard to the army, it is stated by Mr. <'ardwli 11 i»y as Hi,'aily as possible at the full strength

called for by Uks estimates. Of course many more
qiustion have been asked on tills subject than it
n:i- print, ut lor the Ministry to answer; but, as rcmaiab .ve, .uonnav Is expected to bring out a
vatislactory explanation from the Premier himself.

COAL AND CONTKABAKDH.
Coal I* already a subject of lively discussion,

riaucc will not consider It coutrabaud of War, while
I'tussia wnl. Hence, If the French navy captures
u is carrying coal 10 Qennao ports it win let tbem
go ,is iuuo: ent; bui, as the Prussians are far inferior
iu naval loice, the supplies of coal to Prance run
lime danger. Annoyed by these reflections the Oermansare already clamorlug that Kugland will violateneutrality 11 she allows Newcastle to supply coal
to th» Kronen fleet, and asking lr Kuglatui really
wishes auoiher Alabama question. Truly, the ways j
oi neuiralliy are hard to travel. Ooal, uiifortuuatel).is a uselui in peace as in war. which is more
than can be said of ball Cartridges. However, withoutdenning as contraband ariicies ol doubtrul ua"ire,I'arii.iui nt is amending the Foreign Enlistment
act as a should iiave been amended before Mr.
l.ulrd's business practices were enabled to do
«tieh harm. It la hoped that the new provision* will
prewmt any one of Mr. Laird's turn ol raltid iroru reP>atuig those operations In which he so cunninglymade the whole country his special partner. Hut
a''Oi. in coal business It ih impossible to say what
Aui ;»e iiuue, since neutral natlona are not in the
li^iiiio' rcdressiug.lrregularltiefl between belligerents,
.11 o laying nowu rules lor the decisions of their
jiri/e courts.

FP.O* TIIE SEAT OF WAR.
Very lHtle news from the seat ol war reaches ua.

The po.-itlon ol the French army is not known withcertainty, while the Prussian arrangements can onlybe guessed at. It m certain, however, that the
fc.illev- of the Moselle and the 8aar are crowded wlih
^pi'Oiiiturlata whose lools would scarcely be recog'iucVl»y a farmer. One or two skirmishes are
rei«irt* ' l,ut in very different terms by writers
of opp«.'*0<l nationalities. The Emperor Nauoicoiihas reached Meiz with |u* son, and
with bis iCk' e^s cousin, who Is supposed to be
ail the safer for being under the Emperor a eye, and
without a command. Au imperial proclamation has
been issued In the «i.rny, telling it Iraukly that the
war will be long aud s<»»1ere, and that the eneniv eon-i-tsoisome of the beat troops in Europe. The great
r iho giory of ovei coming tijew, winch is eertwlniy
happen, since the French soldier will prove hlm.*ef worthy of his fathers. The army Is assured that

Uv of civilization depends on its success. and
tliai it every man does his duty the God of Battles
n ill i,o with ihe Flench. It must be very comforting
to *110v. II tins on tne word of their Emperor, tint
the I t a h would hardly have objected to a little
more file in Hio proclamation. An addres- specially
comp" eil tor ttie navy was tead by the Empress at

t ti ourr list helorc the denarture or the squadron,
Mild ol oil « her Maiesi.i's inspiriting presence
,i Pieo ,r ai.iy to tlie natural enthusiasm of the moment.' in llity thousand men are believed to have
U: i for an expedition to land on the coast of North
licrinauy. no one kuowf where.

JJ'I.TKK AND HI-SMARCK.
The tinman preparations are rcpoired as complete.Cctul Moltke inspires as muoli enthusiasm

in matter? »\llliary as does liismar k in matters
diplouiatie; vea tuaigii tao soluier i-> so chary of
his word# lhi.t he Is said to be -siient in seven languages"lie reiuiuUa one vi utmerat Graul. 4

NEW Y(J
gentleman in BeMin lately tried to pump him:.
' How aro things going on, Ctoneral f" The answer
wam "Thauk you, sir; my rye crops are dom*
niceiy, t>utmr potatoea are backward." llli aff.lra
are, at all event*. getting on well m one respect- the
miuplv oi men.lor uuiniters ol eligible recruits aro
decflued owing to a sufficiency in the army. Kvery
Indication shows that the Ueiinans will have plenty
ol reserves to 1111 ttie gaps made by battle.

K1NAM K ANI> OOMMKKOH.
Failures on (be hiock Exchange Keep still occurring,botti here ami in LIvArpool. About forty cases

liuve been reported In Loudon and more are expected.still f!ift markets arc growlug steadier and
moderate Investments are made. The war burst
upon h "bull" speculation not unworthy of Wal
Htreet, and with similar result*.ihe only ditT-renoe
being that certain foreign government loans are the
vehicle of disaster here for the moat part. In the
commercial market* the only (avorable item Is that
the grain market is lower man last week, both In
wheat and other domestic crops and In Indian corn.
'J he cotton spinners and clothmakers ate very
gloomy, and well they may be, with lower prices anil
a market slipping away from th»m. All production
is in suspense, unless we except that debatable ar-
tide of coal. I

Popular Koellnjv Toward the War < owbat
nt*-Th«Prtult latllncd Toward Prnr>

in, Ik* Aristocracy to Napoleon.ilas Cl»l* '

lizalion Commenced or La It Kadvd t.Viral
Commercial Failure*.Two Million* Ntrrlinf(i«n« ia Odd Bank.A Dnnkrr .Shot.

London, August 4. 1870.
The war lias, of course, been the all-absorbing

topic here. The general sympathy la, no

doubt, with Pruasla, unless It be in the lordly
circles to which Hie starutard addresses Itself.
That paper has been very solemn, Peckanlfflan
almost, in Its lectures to other journals, and bidding
them speak more respectfully of England's "great
ally," not without a covert threat tint Napoleon
may punish them for their blunt lauguage. But the
sermon falls on heedless ears. The war Is generally
considered as Napoleon's wanton act, and newspaperscannot be expected to hide that belief. To be
sure, pretty strong language has been used, but
who can wonder at It? Europe always deludesItself with the thought that the war
of tne day is the last that will ever occur, and
that in face of armaments which waste almost as
much money us war dues. There can never be
anoilier war, It Is argued: that would be "a pcandal
on our boasted civilization." The next war arrtvea
lu due time, and the homilies which ushered in the
last are worked up to suit the present, and "scan- !
dat" Is explained away or inld at. the door or one <

party. It does seem a little odd that men find, even !
In these old days (for they ara old and not young, <

although new) no better means of settling their dls- >

putes than by slaughter; so odd that one is driven to
think that the fault Ilea In human nature, of whlcn,
according to bam Hlick, "There's a deal in matt."
It would uot ho much matter if the customary way
of speakiug were true, and that France or Prussia
really bore the vrhole bnrden. It is that
plaguey Jacques Bonhomme or Hans who
will put an individual human Interest Into
the business by gettlug wounded or killed, and his
great aud glorious country labors under difficulties
It it tried to act as his substitute in either of these
events. Horace Is as right now as ever. "Whatever
the madness of the kings the people get the blows."
No d<>ubt each man flatters himself That he will surviveihe war ou the sound principle that "all men
think ull men mortal but themselves." But each
man knows, as well as we more fortunate outsiders,
that thousands will be killed who will each leave a

hole lu some family and circle, and they go to it Just
as cheerily us if killing were the politest thing in the
world. One cannot but think a thing or two proved
by the conduct of civilized mankind with regard to
war: either people utterly disltelieve tho Christian
religion us taught by auy of its churches, or

they believe that a man who dies in
his country's service goes straight to heaven.Ah I do not think the latter opinion
is prevalent I am driven to tne former, and record
It as my conviction tlutt the treatment, of the iiucstlouof war proves that Christians disbelieve ilieir
religion, it is very clear that they face with much
chUuiil-j- the risk of damnation.lor Ottwr people.

MFJUT I>N 'CIIANOK.
However, we do not want to talk theology, since

even our universities are to be freed from a compulsorydose of It. Let us speak of uiun lane things.
It was said above th<tt the war was un all absorbing
topic, "of course." If you were here you would see
the btrict propriety of that statement. The block
Kxohunge airccts almost $very muu. woman i\ud
child lu tills laud ot capitalists Una paupers, &n<l a
lively time there has been In that mysterious itmti.
ill Ion. Thirteen failure* ad tile result of one fortnightlysettlement make a pretty lieuv.r list. Not
(hat any one but their friend* ever care a button I

j about the failure of stock brokers or dealers, ai ways (I barring Uielr creditors. But ilie full lu securities is
I the thing that pinches. Consols down mo per cent, ®
five-twenties ten, Turkish bonds heaven knows how «
much, and oven English railways a* high priced us (,
Illinois Central ten or twelve. The bud feeling
was aggravated by the failure of a bank In Nor- "

wich with liabilities ol nearly two mil Hons sterling.
It was a private affair, the Crown liauk, with thirty- j,
one branches, and owned by three persona. Olio
worthy partner had been speculating for years with ,l:

poor success and managed to lose some three mil- di
Hon pouuds sterling. As his own resources did not is
rcach this trifling figure, and as bis deposits were
temptingly within reach, the deposits ol the Norfolk w
trade-mien and farmers had lhe honor of defraying tl
Ills expenses. A few dajs hlnce a pistol bullet
entered his chest, by whom fired the discreet papers
omitted to state. The coroner's inquest leads one to 8t
think that he committed suicide. Decidedly these vi
Kngllsh papers are very delicate to the troubles of an w
unfortunate ua it n is a baroner Ol beater, bi
What nn 7.7.1os nin Is whether th« ruined mw-iilairvr »>i

shot his banker for not continuing bis advances, or it
the banker nliot the speculator lor not keeping a
better account. At any rate, the depositors nave w
thrown the concern into bankruptcy, and will be u<
lucky if they get seventy-live percent. The circulation tl
wan rorty-mne thousand odd pounds neilmg, nil tin- tl
secured; and the holders of notes take their ohance
with th<- others. This vicious practice of Issuing Ja
notes without special security Is the usual on? here, ec
though It has not escaped the condemnation or the in
philosophic John Stuart Mill,
This bank failure added Intensity to the first ,

panic, which was already so ?cver^ as to show a wide so
spread system of operations for arise. What would
become of foreign governments without this
speculative feeling in England It is hard to Fay;
they might be driven to keep the peace. The phlegmatteJohn Bull Is, beweeu ourselves, the greatest
gaiubler In the world, with the possible exception of P*
one or two ol your Cohan Mown. But h" does not
Itke the 'chips," so he buys Turkish sixes, or any jjother neatly drawn device for raising money. A HJsmall bookseller near me sees that, "Turks'' are 1,1
down Six per cent, so he buys a bond; the week 01

sees his Turk down nine per cent more. He Is a T
vrtdexttne, as Bal/.ac would sav. Count on him as J®
a warm friend of Turkey till he gets hw money 1,1
back. Now this bookseller, and thousands like hlni,
would have bought five-twenties if they had been In ".
smaller denominations. The sangnliic Bowles Is so ei
fur In the right. But IT he thinks bonds of fifty dollarswould fund the existing flve-twentles and teufortles into a lour per (tot ioan he shows an amount. *
or raith winch 1 am sure does not characterize his o
owu successful business. All the same; he Is doing ''
good service to America, both by his published teg- "

tlniouy before Congress and by his weekly lucubra- 11
tions published here. ' *

ii
The Nnval Arniniucat A ITerr for Gibral"
inr. Itn Anr<(ate, Power and Couimaud. v
A truine in the Atlantic.

London, August 6, 1870.
The whole of llie ships forming the Channel squad- [j

ron will ieave this wee* for (ilbraltar, where they v
will meet the Mediterranean squadron about Sunday 11

week. The combined fleets will proceed thence [
under the command of the Mediterranean Com- i

mander-ln-C'hlef, Admiral Hir Alexander Milne, for a 1
orui9e In the Atlantic, when tlie several ships will [
be cxerclsed in divisions and a trial will be made aw i
to the comparative merits of the Monarch ana Cnp- I
(aln, armor-plated tnrret ship*. c

OlUiANlZATlON AND CO**AN*r>.
Tne fleet will comprise the Lord Warden, 3J guns, 1

armor plated ship, with the flag of the admiral [J
commanding in chief. c

The Belierophon, 14 guns, armor plated screw *

ship.
Tne Ro.val Oak, '.'4 guns, armor-plated screw ship.
The Prince consort, n gun.s, armor-plated screw

hip, and
The < alcdonia, 20 guns, armor-plated screw ship,

from the Mediterranean squadron.
The Mlnetaur, flagship of the Vice Admiral, Sir

II stings Yelverton, in temporary comuiaad-lu-chief
oi the Channel squadron.
The Aglncourt, flagship of Hear Admiral Henry

Chads, second in command of I lie Channel squadron,and the Northumberland, Warrior, Hercules,
Monarch and ( antaiii (iron-dads) and Inconstant
ami Voiage muke up the squadron from hereIhe latter vessel is at present watching the movementsof vessels in the Downs, but. will be ordered
to Join the fleet before It leaves Gibraltar.

AT WOOLWICH.
The spier.did dockyard at vVoolwlch, the freehold

of whicn was ordered to tie put up for sale, is, l h< ar,
to lie lor the present retained by the government,
ami the town, which lias been desolate lor the past
twelve months. Is once airaln likely to snow
some tokens of activity, althounh the presentBoard of Admiralty have created a vast
amount of havoc by the recent sale of machinery
and the (ilsplaci ment of the iron flooring as wc.l as
Hie breaking up of the Iron shafts, all ol which was
sold bv public auction at an enormous sacrifice. At
all th'Mioyai dockyards ships arc beiua: got ready
uu i avu iu ub toserve# jwe Ovlu* IraiwlutrwU to 1

RK HERALD, FRIDAY, A1
ihoin. The dockyard banda are being lacreaaed h* r
inr ii* practicable, mid, iu tact, every mean* In being i>
iimmJ for (tie augmentation of all tiiu naval e»iabii*li- c
meuta. o

MKN AND HTORI1 WANTKD. *
The Htore< are bring surveyed, but in every n*P#ot t

lounil iicii tent lor the leciiur.mtnH, tlie do* kyarda I'
and victualling eutabl aliments belli;? entirely de- o
uudei. Men lire in irrcal d inand, b >tlt for ihe fleet
und tlie Hoyul marine*. so mucli ho t;>at good bonnt m a'
will huvc to lie iven If the uovernmeut really intend to a,
Increase tne*e fore 8, aud tuen where tliuy uru to come
from 1 am at u losa to know; they cartalnly are not to
be found In uny or ihe |>orn I have visit. <l thl* a

vtet-lt.viz., I'lym uih. Portsmouth, Sheenea-t, Cliai- 'i
haui and Woo!»ich, If ihe latter may t e it*, uiud one. <1
Ajjaiu. whore the uteres are I am at a loa> to know.
ill ay moat certainly are not In the dncayards, nod it
olnce my return from Plymouth I bear, «>u a re i tble t<
Hilfllnrllv lliut i tin kihlnuitt lii it ti lAn.nnr In tl

the Uhanuei s iua iron arc unable to lea-e. as there f<
are no ordnance ston a to All them up wltn. *'

a uuiit ham. r»
I have Just had u telegtaui Haying that the Hotapur.anew armor-plated rum, moaoting two tfuus, T

k it Mi urn. Napier's ya <1, at Ulaagmv, tins morrlug.
She Is 2 617 torn* and ooo nominal h»i>e power, and
will be brought loiward for commission ou tier arilmlat l>evonport witli as lime del.^ poesibic.
Proflu of a Peculiar Neutrality.llotb Bel- a

liirrrnta Welcome for Ouk<
[From (he London telegraph. w

Many of our manufacturers are already beginning
o reap a rich harvest troin the war. At Leeds *ev- piiral oi the mllU have begun to work live days a Mweek, aud they will aooa, no doubt, have to work
tlx. lu order to supply the requisite military stores. ti<
Birmingham is eujoytug a atlil greater share of good
ortune, the guninukcrs liavlng received more F<
>rders for small arms than they can execute. Of
sourse the orders do not come directly from the bel- m
igerenis; iliey are forwarded, id most casus, by di
leutral Powers desirous to guanl themselves against
he contingencies of the conflict; but In some cases, 1>
io doubt, they ure sent by agents, who carefully w
>onceal the name of the party for whom they act. II
''ranee, at least, seems to have beeu active two 111
nontiis beiore the war; for, according to a well In- 1*
formed provincial contemporary, a Birmingham lira to
eccntly supplied her with :to,ooo chaasepots. A
During iae war eacn or me oemgeienta is likely, m
under whatever difficulties, to mate ample use of 111
Birmingham. It Is not comforting to thlulc that we >«
should thus be taking even an Indirect part m the hi
present war; but the belligerent ohara< ter of Blr-
tnlngham has at least otic assuring Hide. It Ik a r<
lource or strength to England. By means of the u]
Jthclal as well as the private factories, ihU country, ui
thould the governmeut but ehoo«e.as It does not.
to avail itself in time of the gunmakers' sorvices, tt
;an produoe more rifles lu a given time than any P<
ather nation. Were we at war the gun factories of w

Ulrml.igham could, of course. If prior orders were t0
lot out of hand, be virtually made government »'

irorks; and In the present perilous stale of atralrs ci
hat fact affords a certain souse ol security, .on the &1
»ther hund our supply of rifles seeuis so deplorably r«
ihort that the soouer the War Ottlce turns Its 8
;yes to the reaourc's of Birmingham the better It <a

nuy be, not only for the security of England but lor c<
he peace or Europe. tc

u

BRITISH NEUTRALITY. £
rbr ( nblart Policy and Cod* Retwcri
Franco mod Prusala.ProYlnlona of the New
Law mad a CI Innee at the Old.How the Uj
Queen and Government Stand Tvwnnii fr
tho Belligerents.Tho Alabama Claims t)|
Case.Illnte lar the United Htatea Kxecu- ut
live.Will Queen Victoria Pay Up f

London, August 8,1370. 01
In ouc of the late Lord Maraulay's essays.that on t(he"Seven Years' War," 1 think.after referring to $

He breach of faitli of which the English were ti
pillty in abandoning tne cause of Frederick the w

!Jreat, he goes on to nay that the result ol this act of
readier/ was that, many years afterwards, all li
he efforts of Pi.t to get up a coalition against toe C1

First Napoleon were for a long time fruitless, the re-
*

nembrance of the perfidy of which Great Britain w
ja l beon guilty on a former occasion being still "

resli In the minds of the Cermau people. C)
rite moral deduced from this Incident by the Rreat t.l
ssaylst is that nations never can hope to escape
Wing sooner or later the penally or ^
my crimes they may commit. "Instances e:

nay be adduced," he says (I quote from JJj
neniory, not having the volume at hand), "of Indi- n
dduals who have committed groat crimes and who ul
lave yet gone down to the grave In the full enjoy-
nont of all the advantages they had ever honed to k
lave obtained from those crimes. But In no case U'
Iocs a uation escape retribution, and for the simple ^
easou that the life of a nation, unlike that or au s<

ndlvldual, is not limited In duration, the whirligig h'

)f time, sooner or later, bringing Its revenges." ^
These remarks of Lord Macaulay apply with siugu- F
ar forcc to the present position of this country. U

During the late American civil war, utterly regard- ^
ess of public morality, and looking only to the Imme- m

liate advantage of the trading classes, the English 1,1

jovernnient, while professing to act according to tiie
trlct letter of the law, systematically closed Its eyes w

i) the fitting out in Britum port* or prlvaieers tor Pc
le service of the confederates. l0
To the remonstrances of the American Minister Ot

onl Palraerston's Cabinet turned a dear ear. refusIKto admit even lor one moment that it was ttielr
utj to remedy by legislation the defects la the ex- on
ting law, notoriously inadequate as it was to deal
ltli the emergency, and rejecting any suggestion to cej
tat elect with an affectation ot virtuous Indignation. i'u
rae present law," said Earl Russell, "is sufficiently fo1

rtngent, If properly earned out. to prevent auy f{,'J
lolatlon on the part of our people ol the neutrality fot
e protess; anil, even if It were not so. it. would not tei
e consistent with our dignity to eniettain the idea Ua
r altering It at tho suggestion or request ol auv uu
reign government." "

to
The neutrality we profess' Profess Is a good ag.
ord, lorsooih Well, the Alabama escaped.her oil
Dings are a matter of history.the result beiug that an
le American mercantile ilag wasalmost driven, lor l
to time, lrom the sea. to
Apropos ol the Alabama, the London standard of nu
si Wednesday, liie ad lust., in the course of au
luorial 011 tho war between France and Prussia,
a Ives the following damaging admission:.
The Alabama wa» allowed to (tram out of the Mersey at
lime when public opinion was to strong in lavor ol' thu I
null that ICarl KussmI was riot sorry to avail himself ol thu Au
>phoies uffordod him by the somewhat scanty erldenca
iU coincident mucin of the Crowu's official law adviser.
ilise^uent experience has only show u ihe fallacy ol tailing /V
done to the wind.
To return. The immedtan' gain to the English
jople lrom the llneoi conduct adopted by the gov- ut.
nment was considerable. "But what will be the "

lunate consequences of it?" objected Homo lew "

atcsmen .Bright for one.who saw an inch be.vond
leir noses. "Uh !" was the reply, "the Smith is
rtain to secure Us independence (the London JL"
hues said. 'The federals and Coulederates can no tT(
lore be reunited undor one government than the "

eiitacny restored In England'), and the North will
e so exhausted by the struggle and so weakened
r the separation tuat we can atlord to despise its
lmtty."
If, again. It had been suggested at that perloa ?!!
iat, one day, a war might break out in Europe, say, ,

'

s lias happened, between France and Prussia.the 'I.,
ne strong euomrh at sea to blockmte every one of
s adversary's ports.aud that as too weaker
ower In this respect might seek to play over again
le same game that the Confederates had done, it
rould be wise to provide for the contingency; the
tan who had made such a proposition would have
een laughed to scorn. "Sufficient for the day Is
In- evil thereof; let the morrow take care of Itself,"
,'us the motto of the British Ministry ol that epoch.

THE CRISIS COMIC. W
Well, the contingency, which any one deserving the nt
time in simrsiuiui uii^nt iu iiuvr iuicpocu uiubi, m

lecessarily, one (lay present itself, lias arisen; and a)
mat was refused to America at the hour ol her ei
itmost need lias been done, in not Haute, in antlcl- Pi
isii ion ol the demand* of the Emperor of the French, ac
L bin to amend the Foreign Enlistment act was su
end a second time in tne House of Commons on Ai
ionday last, and is, nays the Standard, to be hur- le
led through both houses at express speed, In order ol
hat shipbuilding tor belligerent* and their agent* vr
uay l»e placed under a ban which will effectually 01
trevent a European reproduction of the Alabama tfi
outroversy. 81

NEl'TKALITT TO-DAT. Ill
The bill Is entitled "The Neutrality Act of 1870." ol

t repeals the old statute of 1619 and substitutes a rl
icw code. Its provisions generally, nowever, do at
lot differ very materially Irom the enactment w
if 1819, except that the clauses are expressed re
nth greater precision and leave less op- w
lortunliy lor evasion. The part of the m
ueasure which bears more particularly upon fo
he present juncture of affairs Is that entitled "file- m
tal Hhlpbutlding and Illegal Expeditions." Here e(
he language differs widely from that of the former ac
itatut3, and shows that the lesson of recent unsuc- la
:essful prosecutions has not been forgotten. Any p<
juiider who "with intent or Knowledge or having It
easonable cause to believe thai the same shall or se
vili be employed In the naval or military service of fo
iny foreign State at war with any friendly State," Be
s liable to flue and imprisonment and to tne conilB- pi
ration of the ship. The same punishment is to be pi
nfluted on any one who equips a ship or causes it bi
,o be despatched with the like inteut, or with "rea* cc
lonable cause to believe" that bhe ivlll be illegally ct
smployed, obviously the net of the law Is made lar pr
norc comprehensive and its meshes closer than they Pi
vere under the old uct. The lormer law forbade ac- ri
nal equipment or attempts to equip; but a ship w
night bo constructed in English ports with a full g<
:onvictlon on the part of the English builder that hi
the wns to receive warlike apparatus and anna- re
news elsewhere, and to be employed for belligerent sjj
purposes; yet iftho ship were only built hero she tii
lid not como uuder the operations of the statutory
ivords "equip, lurntsh, fit out or arm." That Was
the result of the deoislon respecting the Conederate
*hlp, the Alexandra. But, under Hie present law, a
srulser cannot escape In this way, for the mere act 'r
3f building, with a reasonable can ,u to believe in the
illegal destination ol the ctalt, is now rendereu a tli
penal offanoe. ti
tudei the new uct. tov, UQt ouij mc uiuvu Huiter bi

JCUST 19, 1870..TRIPLE
owera (rtron to local authorities to detain a susiectedvessel, psudlmr a ju iicul Inquiry Into her
tiaracter, but the i-ooretury of Stale is, by one
lause. authorised to mi* , summarily, any Hhlp
rtiioii he may riavo reason to bJlleve Is intended for
tie service or a bol thereat, throwing the burden of
roving the Uiuotence of the vetwei upon tlie builder
r owner.
It will i>e seen that the provisions of the above
tatiite junt remedy those defects which were so couiIououh In the old law.

TUB AMKKIOAN OPrOKTCNITT.
The pinxajrc of this ac. cannot all to be a strong
nruwent on the aide of the Unlteil States in any
iture renewal of the discussion of the -'Alabama
lalms, for It la not only a palpable admission that
le old law was not Kumcieiitlv stringent to enable
it; British government to fultll its obligations
iward* foreign Powers to general, out It is also a
idt acknowledgment of its moral responsibility
ir the consequences which resulted from Its refusal
unnir ttie American civil war to comply with the
jasouable demands of the federal government.
ii.^ nv_._» V.mIu
uv rrtJixi *» *! t*« au f luc" uv|»ui »

( tbe Kngluih liout if Lanb-lIUnnirckl
llrapalrh.
In tbe House or Lords I ho Rarl of Malmesbury
<ked tbe government If they bad any further lnforatlonto give in reference to tbe Trojet do Traite,
iiioh was published In tbe London Times.
Karl Granville Mid tuat Count ltern<toff had
aced In bm bands yesterday a telegram from Prust,of which be would road an English transla>n:.

Dublin, July 28, 1870.
ion Count Bismakgk to Count ukknstokk:.
Your Excellency will be goo! enough to comuulcatetne lollowing to Lord Granville:.The
KU.i.ent published by tbe Times contaius one of
e proposal* which bare been made to us since tbe
itnish war by oillcial and unotltolal French agents,
lib tbe object of establishing an alliance between
russla uuti Fiance for their inutua. aggraudUeienu1 will send tbe text of an offer made in
«a, according to which France proponed

aid I russia with U00.000 rnrn aguinst
ustrUt, and to permit Prussia's uggrandueentby six or eight millions or subjects
return tor the cession to France of tbe district
itween tbe Uuiue and the Moselle. Tbe lmposstliltyor anreplug to this course was clear to all ex>ptFrench diplomatists, on this proposition being
njoctad tbe French government b gnu to calculate
|k»u onr defeat. France has not ceased to tempt
i with offeffl to be carried out at the cost oi Gerianyand Belgium. In the interests of peace I kept
tern secret. After tbe l.uxumourg affair the prousalsdealing with Helg.um and Houth Germany
ere renewed. M. Beuodetu's manuscript belongs
this iteriod. It is not likely that M. Henedetti

;ted without the Emperor's sunctlon. Finally, tho
mvlctlc n ibut no extension of territory was attaiujlem conjunction with us must have matured the
idohe to obtulD It by fighting us. I have even
rounds lor bell ving thai, hud not this project been
iade pubnc ftor our armaments on bothsldes were
juiplele, > ranee would have proposed to us jointly
> carry out M. fieuedettl's programme against
armed Europe, and to conclude peace at Belgium's

>st. 11 the French Cabinet now repudiates atms,
>t uiu uvi|>uuua ill n uiuu n 11 an uutu VCII U (JlClllJ
bored since lKd4, either by demand* or promises,
ns is easily to be explained by the present political

luutlou. IslSAlAllCk.
Yesterday afternoon M. Lavalette made a statceutto him (Lord Granville), which he would rem I
om a despatch to Lord Lyons, in which wan eraidleda despatch from Granville to Lord i.yous,
itttc! Foreign oitlce, July J9, 1870:.
Mr IjOKd.The French Ambassador called on me
:i the iiSth last., lor Uie purpose or communicating
ine the purport or a despatch which hail been a<iressedto his Excellency by the French Minister for

0reign Affairs on the subject of tae pretended draft
eaty published in the lime*. Hi that despatch,
hlch M. de Lavulette was good enough to read to
le, the l>uc de Giaiumont observed that the very
irm In wlilcli this treaty Li drawn up and ih» terms
1 which it is couched showed clearly whence u
tme and can dcceive no one. Those who have
atchud the course of European affairs since the acessionin onice of M. de Bismarck are awaro (rom
hlch side have come those suggestions wlilcli arc
ow attributed to France, ever since the year
h66. M. de Bismarck has constantly eudeavorea to
irry out his own plans by endeavoring to draw
ie attention or the French government to territoalaggrandisement. He told M. Le Lefevrc de Beuiue,then C'barg^ d'Affairs at Berlin, that Prussia
oukl willing:.* recognize the right of Kranee to
Mend lior borders wherever French language Is
poken. (hereby indicating certain Swiss cantons bei|.jslielgiuui. These overtures the government of
ic Emperor declined to entertain. Immediately
Iter tuo battle ol badowa similar proposals were
ade at Brunn to If. de Behalne, and on this o<ca-

uii v/uuui uiauiait iv iwi'i uiui tuiit me course Ol
ranee was clear. The t rench government should
> to the King of Belgium una explain that ttic lnevl.bieIncrease to Prussian territory and influence
as most disquieting io their security, and that the
>lo means ot avoiding those dangerous Issues would
e to unite ttie destinies ot Belgium ami France uj
mills so clone that the Belgium monarchy would
L'coniu in the north a real bulwark of safety to
ranee. Further reporilug a conversation with
ount Bismarck In July, 1866, the French Amassadorluiorma his government that he rcorteilnothing new in siatiug that M. BIstarckin of opinion that compensation should
s sought by France in Belfmim, and offered to
>me io an understanding on the subject with the
jvernniem oi the Euiperer. The liucde Uramniout
cnt on to say he declined to listen to these proisuls,and wiieu at a laior period they sought a
titlcatiun of the frontiers they expressly declined
mention even the name of Belgium. The Due de
amnionl. then points out that if such designs
atnst lieigium had really been entertained by his
vernineut it would have boon easy to carry theui
t with the proffered assistance ol Prussia, who is
ly anxious to secure the fruits of her victories,
icsc suggestions were again made at the tune of
b Luxemburg affair, iliey were unwillingly reived,ana categorically rejected by mo Emperor,
uully the Marquis de Lavaiette wai instructed
maily to assure her Majesty's government that in
[!se proposals the initiative was entirely taken by
i Prussian Cabinet. M. de Lavaiette then ni*niedrnu that he had received Instruction*, by
cgraph, to acquaint mo that the documents 111 the
nd writing of M. Benedetti were written by mm
der the dictation of Count Bismarck, w ho wished
entangle the French government In a conspiracy
must the liberties of Belgium, and thai then, as at
ler times, the scheme was positively rejected. I
i.Ac., GRANVILLE.
H. Lavalettc stated that this was not an answer
the telegram frmu Berlin, t>ut that further Infor-
itiou would be afforded.

Tbc Itinmarck Aasaaitn on England.
[From the Cork Herald.1

t violent antl-Engllsh article appeared iu the
>rt)i oemuin Gazerte (tne Berlin orgau of Count
m.arck), on Wednesday. It charges Kuglaud
th "beuiK a ITencli arsenal for the manufacture
cartridges to shoot down the sons of Germany,"
d reminds Englishmen of the loss that would folvto their commerce if Prussia allowed France to
Horn Belgium. The refusal of the British governsutto consider coal as contraband of war is also
using considerable dissatisfaction In Prussia, as
movements of the French ileet would lie serl-

sly retarded If thu export of coal from England
ire prohibited. The London Pout is very irate at
» unmistakable menace contained in Count Bistrek'smouthpiece, and reminds Prussia that In the
ent of her violating the neutrality of Belgium, the
st to resent the outrage would he the Power whose
minerce and prestige Bhe has threatened to extin-
Ish. Another Berlin paper published yesterday a
II more signliicaut menace, by stating "that the
opie of Germany were asking wnetner England
inted another Alabama question."

FRANCE.

II Prumia is Defeated.Wbai
[Froui the Paris Temps, August ft.]

As to the issue of the war, the adviser of King
illlam looks forward to It with the utmost calm;ss.notthat ho affects any arrogant ooofldenoeia
e military results, but the political consequences
ipear to htm to present little danger to his cause,
'en on tlie supposition of a striking defeat. "If
ussla 1b victorious," he says, -she would not only
ihleve German unity to her own advantage, hut
le would retake, If she thonght lit, Lorraine and
Isace: she would have in France only a neighbor
ssened in territory aud lowered without the hope
recovery, subject to a political crisis, of which it

ill require ten or twerty years before it will be
rer; she remains lncontestably In possession of
ie first rank among the Powers of Western Europe,lould Prussia, on the other hand, be beaten, what
is she to lose? At the very worst the boundary
the Rhine. In point of lact her territorial lutegtyla not interfered with; her power of expansion

t representative of the Germanic Idea remains
hat it was before: her internal constituttou
:sts Intact; her power and her military renown
'ill be shaken for a time, it is true, but she will reialnIn fall possession of all the elements necessary
r her recovery. For Prussia, in a word, defeat
cans simply loss of time; lor France it woulu b<*
lulvalunt to ruin. The first risks at the most to
ie her present compromised ana her advance deyed,while the second plays her future and her
jsition in tnc world. So reasons M. Bismarck, and
is from such arguments that he derives lhe

irenity or mind of to-day, Just as it caused him for
ur years to bravo us unceasingly. He piques himilfon the fact that he led us where and how he.
eased, tie nas the conviction that he has, on Ills
irt, secured all the advantages on his side before
:gmning the game, and no thinks himself, at least,
irtain that he will not lose even if he does not sueiedin winning. The calculation is worthy of the
ofound politician who prepared and made the
russia of lxet); but M. Ulsomrck has already oxpeenceda first surprise In seeing France acclaim the
ar, and her people range themselves around their
>vemment instead of separating from It. Pertpsthis Is not the only miscalculation that this
suit of the enterprise mav entail upon him, in
ilte ot his con fldenco that he has foreseen ev crying."

Wliat Thlent Sayi.
The following Is the translation or a private lelier
om M. Thiers, published In London:.
Hir.1 thank you lor the letter you have done me
ie honor oi writing concerning tho circumstances
irongli whicii we have just passed. J have always
JiluveU thai trauoo woum ue.lea to rwbt ibe tuu-

SHEET,
hltlon oI young and oonquertng Prnuli, bat I n«re
always been or opinion (bat thin ought only to be
done whon tue neoearit/ wan obvious. and wuen all
Kuropeau nation* would hold us to tu the rijftiu
Polio/ and humanity equally oouttkelied such a
course. ir In demanding tbe production of the
despatches 1 had been able to obtaiu twcntf-four
hours' respite I think that my fellow countrymen,
buviog time for reflection, would perhaps have decidedIn favor of peaoo. I was unable to succeed,
and now, always faithful to the flat( of my country,
Itony remains to me to pray for ancooas, wun»*
desiring tnut tills may coat humanity as little suiter
ing as possible and lead to a durable peace.

IRELAND.

DeaoMritloiu tor Kraioe la the War.The
Franeo-IIiberal&a Muster In Dublin.Hoenee
la the Ntreeta.The Fi each Pirns Tore Down
By th« PelIce.Mennter " Tare Out"
Actlnit England aad Prussia.

DUBLIN, August 3, 1870.
Irish sympathy with Prance at the present crista

baa during tho past week manifested lUcIf In a moat
unmistakable manner. Three monster demonstrationshave already been held.two In this city aad
one la Oork. while several otnor smaller towns have
expressed their sympathy not lew decisively Ui favor
of Prance.
The Urst of those demonstrations took place

here in froat of the Prench Consul's
house, In which, it is said, not less
than 15,000 persona took pen. This was
a large number, considering that no advertisement
or public information was given of wbat was about
to take place. The promoters of It, anticipating a collisionwith the police, kept tbe matter a secret. Their
Intention, however, was anticipated by their enemy,
and, at tbe appointed hour, a large foroe or police
orowded tbe place of rendezvous. Several bands
were In attendance, whioh played Prenoh and Irish
airs, such as "p&rtant pour la Syne," the "Marselllalae,""Ooii Save Ireland," "O'Dounei Aboo"
and others. The enthusiasm of the people was very
treat, and as they passed the house of the French
Consul cheered vociferously for the people of Prance,
the Bmperor, the Kmptoss and the Prince Imperial,
and cried, "Down with Prtmla and England."
The police endeavored to suppress this

manifestation, but In Tain. They however
succeeded, in the early part of the proceedings. In
preventing the music, but afterwards they found it
Impossible to restrain the nnmerons bands from
playing whatever airs they pleased. At one time a
serious collision took piaoe between the police and
the people, which, had It not been for timely interferenceor the leaders, might have be*n attended
with evil consequences.

ooI.MS (ON.
About half-past nine o'clock, when the streets

were thronged with a living mass, cheerius: vociferouslyopposite the Consulate, a Prench tri color,
with u broad stripe of orange and auother of green
entwined with It, was raised ou a pole
by one of the groups standing close by.
The appearance of the Preuch colors was,
o a mlrrhl. ha i< r nanfAil huflod with ilia

wildest enthusiasm, when suddenly half a dozen or
.so of the police endeavored to seize the flag and to
remove It out of the hands of those who bore tt.
A scene of xreat oxcitemcnt ensued. The cry was

raised, "Tney are tearing down the French flag,"
und then the populace rushed forward to attack the
police, and, If possible, to rescue the flax. A struggleof some moments' duration ensued, which
ended in the destruction of the colors; but the remains,such a* they were, were in the hands <>i the
people.

ANOTHER ASSEMBLAGE.
An Immense gathering for the same purpose

took place on the 24ih instant; not, however, us
was previously announced, ut Harold's (Jross,
but In Uaudymount i'ark. The bills and advertisementssummoning this meeting were
purposely printed so as to mislead the police. It
was tlrst announced that the meeting would take
place at Harold's Cross; but it is believed that there
was no serious Intention on the part of the promoter"of it to hold it there. Several thousand persons,however, assembled at the (Jross, but when
they asceriulucu that the meeting was to be held at
sandymount they at once repaired thither. The
number assembled at this latter place is estimated
at between 40,000 and 60,oo0. trench and Irish airs
were played as usual; tlie national colors of France
and Ireland were worn: aud speeches were made
showinjr ttie sympathy which always existed betweenthe two countries. Mr. Augustus OhaproniereByrne, a Frenchman, read an address to the
boys of Ut. Thomas' band, aud. In behalf or the
French residents in Dublin, presented them with
some instruments in place of others which are allegedto nave been broken by me police on Tuesday
llltfhf.

THE AI'DRKSH.
The paper read as follows:.
1>kak Friends.A glorious demons) ration ol sympathywith our nation took place in ihe streets of

Ziublln a few evenings since. You participated in it
and we thank you. Returning ou mat evening to
your homes we learned with rearret that you were
wantonly assaulted by some members of the police
force and that your instrument" were orofcen. We
are come to replace those instruments and to ask
you In the name of France to accept the ones we
now present to you. In this presentation we mean
to reciprocate the feeling of good will offerea
to us on the evening of the 18th July. We do this in
the stiotig belief that our offering is not to any one
section, but to the whole Irish people. Your assembledthousands expressed symath.v to us under i lie
uiiut'u uaiiuei ui in-inim iniiigiuu it u u i uc u i-i oioi

of Franco. France and Inland are Inseparably allied.
We who reside among von leel tliu: weaieuotiii u
strange IhikI, nor that our lot is east among
strangers. We feel, on the contrary, tnat we are as
one people and one race, uu<l rtiat the destinies of
France and Ireland, of Frenchmen and Irishmen,are
similar. Uoii protect Ireland and France Signed
on tielialf of Hie French resident* in Dublin.

El GENB BOURG,
M. BOXSETT.

reply.
Mr. Madden. of »st. Thomat-' baud, in replying lo

tne above address, remarked ilial ttielr instruments
wren; broken by the agents of the emtuiles > f Ireland,
while the restoration oi them was the work of ireland'sfriends. He hoped thai the demonstration of
Tuesday evening, though apparently so trivial, but in
realitv ho significant, might -erve to strengthen and
consolidate the alliance between the kindred nations
and tend to prove to all Frenchmen that we are a
distinct people, having nothing in common with the
EuglHIi. The world, lie hoped, would observe that the
English prefta, on any question did not represent the
views of Jrelaud.
The drum, which was one of the articles of presentation,tore the following inscription:."f'reaeutedto St. Thomas' band by thr suns ol France,

to reciprocate the feeling or sympathy offered by
licland to France, July is. 1870."
Alter the ceremony the new drum was taken up

by the boys of St. Thomas' band, who inarched
along the entire line formed by the rilher bands
Dlaying the Marseillaise," which was afterward
taken up by the associated bauds.

order.
To Mie credit of all be It said tne greatest good order

prevailed throughout the entire proceedings. The
bands, on their return to the city, played through
the principal streets, but there was not, as on Tuesdaylasi, the slightest Interiereuce on the part of the
police.

, K REPLY TO RKULANP.
The whole proceedings, from first to las?, were,

most unmistakably a demonstration of a very signtrtcantcharacter, and no one who witnessed tueui can
for a moment doubt that they were intended as au
answer from the Irish people to the tone of the Englishpress respecting the conduct ot the French governmentin the war about, commencing between
France and Prussia. The thousand* which met today,not merely In Dnoiin but also In Cork and Galway.prove, beyond all doubt, that Ireland manfullyand Indignantly repudiates the sentiment expressedby ihe English press regarding the
ruler and people of France.

In the great struggle about to ensue Ireland take*
the deepest Interest, She has expressed herself in
ihe most decisive and emphatic manner that France
has her sympathies, and, under the circumstances
this can hardly be wondered at. It is perfectly evidentthat England, in case she should be Induced to
give her physical as well as her moral support to
Prussia, will not find a willing ally in Ireland. Nothingwould Induce the Irish people to side with
Prussia and England in a war against Franco.
Public feeling upon this question runs rather high

at present, and I have no donbt that before long it
win manifest itself in a variety of ways on the side
of France.

!Ur. Johnatoti. >1. P., the I.oader af Ihe
Orufcnei-Special Interview with Ihe
Political Chief of the North.Hia Ti*w» on

Psbllo Affairs.Tba National Situation aa

it la and May Be.
Belfast, August ;*>, 1S70.

Mr. William Johnston, M. P., Belfast, is one of
the most remarkable men in Ireland. For years
he has been identified with the cause of Orange-
ism, and there is not in tho whole north n more
tried or trusted member of that association.
Whenever his public duties admit of his doing so

he invariably attends the Orange lodges; lie fe
the chief organizer of the July and Deccm
her celebrations, and, with Viscount Crichton,Mr. Verner and Colonel Btuart Knox,
he is the champion of Orangeisui in the House of
Commons. His Oddity to the cause is above all
suspicion. Under all. circumstances he ha* continueda stern and unflinching Orangeman, sod
even those who do not agree with him, either in
politics or religion, are ready to bear testimony to
liu caudor »u4 vvttfufccucy. Uo doe# not aay cue (

thing and think another, for he I* a man who kaa
always acted up to hi* word. Moreover, he haf
suffered for his opinion*. Not many years ago,
for marching at the head of an Orange procession
at which party tunes wore played and party colore
worn, he was tried and oonvicted. and aentto jail
for six months, lint this persecution did not
cool his ardor or enthusiasm in the causa
to which he is so devotedly attached. No
sooner was he liberated than he availed
himself of the first opportunity to violate the law
a^ain, tm» time, however, witn impunity, as »

liberal government had come into office. He becametbo darling of the Ulster Orangemen, and
wan regarded by hia friend* an a martyr; but he
received a martyr's crown by being elccted to representthe second city of Ireland in the British
House of Commons. The people of Belfast are

very well pleased with Mr. Johnston's Parliamentarycareer, and there Is no doubt thut shonld
he again seek their suffrages he will bo returned
with an overwhelming majority.

In politics he Is what is known in this country
asatory nationalist, and, notwithstanding his via*
lontOrange proclivities, h» has always endeavored
as beat he could to unite in one bond of fellowship
persons of every shade of religious and political
opinion. However anxious he may be to secure
this end, he has adopted very peculiar means to
bring it abont. As soon as he came to Belfast I
resolved to see him, and, although he complained
of being somewhat anwoll, when I announced
myself from the Hhuld he readily granted me
an interview and conversation.

tbi dialogirk.
CoJiaRflroNUHNT.What, sir, do you think of the

Party Processions act ?
Hit. Johnston.Well, I think the Party Processionsact ought to be repealed. 1 may saythat virtually it is a dead lettor, for

it. is ra v vinltUd with imnnnitv K*

Protestants and Catholics. Both parties set
It at defiance whenever it Huits their purpose; bat, at the same time, as long as it remaius
upon the statate book, it oflers a gratuitous insult
both to Orangemen aud nationalists. It would,
therefore, in my opinlon.be doing no more than
simple justice to both parties to repeal the act.
Believing this opinion to be the corroct oue, I in*
troduceu a bill into Parliament for this purpose.
The Chief Secretary for Ireland and the Judge
Advocate General promised me their support; the
former said that it would give him the greatest
pleasure to record his vote for the repeal of so
odicuH an act, while the latter declared that only
he happened to be a member of the administra«
tlon he would have seconded my prop< sition for
repeal. But, strange to Bay, wh n my bill waa
being read a second time these two members ot
the government, instead of supporting me, aa
they promised to do, voted against me, and
one of them, the Chief Secretary, introduced
bill which, had It beoome law, would have made
the Lord Lieutenant a dictator and made our processionsliable to be dispersed at the point of the
bayonet. It w*s a seoond Coercion act. But
there is no likelihood of its becomlug law.
Should it again be presented to Parliament it is
certain to be rejected by a majority of the House.
Protestants ana Catholics, Orangemen and nationalists,are agreed on this question, and the
government bill will receive the same oppositionfrom the Romen Catholic members of tne south
as from the Orange members of the north. There
never was such unanimity among the Irish memj
bers as upon this question of party processions |
The Orangemen believe that they have a right to
cole brute their anniversaries in whatever
manner they please, and the nationalists
think also that they have a fight to bold
their processions; and both are agreed that
the time has come when they oan
do these things without arousing any party feelingor spirit. For my part I must say that, strong
as my sympathies are with the Orangemen, I
claim for the nationalists the same privilege and
the same right to hold their processions and to
celebrate their aunivorsaries as I claim for mj
wii people.
Coiikespondknt.Don't you believe that the

celebration of your anniversaries ia likely to insultthe Roman Catholics ?
Mr. Johnston.It may; but I think it ought not

to do so. There is one thing I may suy, and it ia
this.these celebrations are not intended to insult
the Roman catholics, but to preserve the memory
of a struggle to which we owe our liberties. (
deny that the observance of these anniversaries
is inconsistent with our duty and allegiance to the
throne. On the contrary, if we err at all we err
in onr nf Invultv iinil nnt iiv miv want, nl
respect or devotion to the laws and constitution.
Cokhksponoknt.Do you think, sir, ia the feelingoccasioned among Protestants by the disestablishmentof the Church dying out, and ie there

any reason to believe that the present governmentarc in league with the Roman Catholics ?
Mr. Johnston.Well, I think the feeling still

exists in some quarters ; but, speaking generally, 1
think it ia rapidly dying out. There are, to b»
sure, many persons who will never bo reconciled
to the disestablishment of the Irish Church, believing.as they do, that it waa an act of robbery
and spoliation, but these are a very small number
in proportion to the population. A- regard* your
other question, many are inclined to think that
the goverument next year will concede denominationaleducation to the demand of Cardinal
Cullen, and this is one of the chief reasons why
people suspect the Cardinal has somt»
influence with the present ministry. Th»
bill, too. which the Irish Chief Secretary
introduced with regard to the party
processions waa, I must say, far more partial to
Catholics than to Orangemen. The Secretary did
not think, nor could he believe, that green waa a
party color; and green is, aa you kuow, the color
usually worn by the nationalists. Besides, his
bill was chiefly intended for us.Orangemen.as
it waa introduced a short time before our July
anniversaries, and waa framed ao aa to prevent
them. Nothing else occurs to me juat now to
Bhow that the Catholics are more favored by the
present government than their Protestant fellow
country men.

TERMINATION AND CONCLUSIONS.
This brought my interview with Mr. Johnston

to a close. Though naturally indiscreet mid violenton public occasions, aud particularly when
addrossfug a crowd of Orangemen, Mr. Johustou
is an extremely uOable and courteous gentleman.
He has a very prepossessing appearance, is over
six feet In height, and wears an unusually long
beard of a light red color. His appearance ami
manner appear to me to be such that, were you
to meet liiin. you would be tempted to ask " Who
a he ?"

Sympathy with France In the War.PopularUentnilrallMii in Support of the Tricolor.TheIHoyement In Tipperary, i'utle*
bar and Kanturlc.Democratic Agitation
Kxtrailing.Marshal Mac.Hahon.Iloprn of
the People.

Dublin, August t, 1870.
Irish sympathy with France continues to manifestitself lu several parts of the country. Tipnerary,Kanturk and Castlebar have followed the exampleof Dublin, Cork and Oalway In holding publicdemonstrations, while Limerick and other places

have announced their intention of adopting a similarcourse bo as to give exmess ton to the feeling.
In scleral parts of the county Tlpperary meetings of
a most enthusiastic character have been held, and
others, unless prevented by the authorities, will
oe held In a few days. Sunday, near the "Devil's
Bit." u large meeting was held under the presidencyof Mr. Peter E. Gill, hi which the following
rexoliition was passed:.
That we, the people of Tlpperary, assembled on

this eventful day for Europe, when Fiance's sword
is unsheathed for human liberty, deem It our duty to
express our entire sympathy for her arms, which
were always Identified with Ireland in her struggle
lor liberty.
At the meellng In Castlebar, county Mayo, some

six or seven thousand persons were present. Ttvs
French tricolor was carried in front of a brass baud,
which, during the proceedings, played French and
Irish national airs. The meeting, though lively and
spirited, was very orderly, and the names of the
Emperor Napoleon and Marshal MacMauo.i ellciteu
the wildest enthusiasm.
In Kunturk another meeting was held, at

which, it must be admitted, a very strong antlEmtllshand anti-German feeling displayed itself.
Several of the speakers contrasted the sympathy
which France has always nad for Ireland
wit.h Hio ln.n<7im<rn find nnllrv nf

towardsi thin country, and reminded the meeting
that "the (Jermans were employed as mercenaries to
oppress Ireland in the Williamlto warn, and also
dnrlug the rebellion of 179*." A resolution vM
paused tendering to France not only the sympathy but
the arms of lieland should they be required In the
present emergency.
The chairman said that "Marshal MacMahon hud

only to speak and an Irish brigade, like thai which
loughi a* Cremona and Fouteuoy, would rally
around him.''

BOirrn versus north.
These demonstrations, held In different parts 01

T.einster, Monster and Connatight, show thai beyond
aii doubi the feeling of the ."southern population ol
Ireiaad w decidedly m favor of fraaue. 1 may say.


